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Eoreword

This is a tentative study of the gas experience of the
26t1 Divvision East of the Meuse during World War I. This
study is not presented as a definitive and official history,
but is reproduced for current reference use within the Mili-
tary Establishment pending the publication of an approved

history.

The author was assisted in his research by Mrs. Charlotte

M. Bolin and Mr. George H. Dengler.

No 0 : Comments and suggestions relative to
accuracy and adequacy of treatment are invited, and may be
transmitted to the Chief, U. S. Army Chemical Corps Historical
Office, Army Chemical Center, Maryland.
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THE 26th DIVISION EAST OF THE MEUSE

\
No division in the AEF had so much sheer 111 fortune as the 26th.

- - v
PP PN

Though praised by its French instructors as a splendid, battle-wo x-'l:h)r‘l

outfit, superior to the 42nd and even the vaunted lst Division, it found

v
-,

no favor with Pershing and his staff, possibly because it was a National

ERE R
oo

Guard division and had an argumentative, independent-minded commander

e 2
LS

in General Edwards. The division was destined to spend more time in

oy

quiet sectors, snd at greater cost, than any division in the AEF.

o
. .

.~*51nglo-handod1y, the 26th Division demonstrated almost every pos-
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sible mistake that could be made in the use of gas. The French were

LA
Yy

generous and gave the division considerably gas ammunition, most of it

>,
&

odd lets of cyanic and lachrymatory shells that when fired servec large-
ly to provoke serious retaZliation. In the one instance, for a raid on
enemy trenches, when the division fired a sufficient quantity of phocgene
to be effective, the gat swept down on the raiding troops and gassed

every man. The 26th Division had the unhappy distinction of suffering the

oL MAARARAS S

ALY

greatest number of gas casualties, most of them on quiet fronts, in the AEF.

N

[

The present study spans the career of the 26th Division in France,

concentrating en the gas episodes that did so much to nullify the original

ARG 1

" T —
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splendid promise of the divisio?)\§
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Yankee Division

The 26th (Yankee) Division was activated on 22 August 1917 under the
command of Maj. Gen. Clarence R. Edwards, who had seen service in the
Philippines and had later been in command of the Panama Canal Zone. His
Civision was hastily organized from National Guard units throughout New
Ergland, assembled in seven cities in Massachusetts, Connecticut, and
Rhode Island. Two weeks after activation, under War Department pressure

to get token troops to France, the division was on its way overseas.

As it embarked, the division comprised of the 10lst and 102nd Infantry,
5lst Brigade, under Brig. Gen. Peter E. Traub; the 103rd and 104th Infantry,
52nd Brigade, under Brig. Gen. Charles H. Cole; the 5lst FA Brigade under
Brig. Gen. william L. Lassiter, and machine gun, engineer, signal, medical,
and supply components. Hardly a single officer that sailed with the division,
including its commander, was to return with it. Some were lost in combat,
more to harassment by higher headquarters, but most were casualties of the
hurried build-up of the American Army in France. In ten months overseas
the 51st FA Brigade, for example, had six commanders, and regimental and
battalion commanders in the infantry seem to have been replaced as often.

It happened in other divisions, of course, but in none with more sarious ef-

fects on gsprit de corps than in the 26th.

By the end of October 1917 the units that had landed in England and
France were collected near Neufchatcau in the Vosges and set to work con-

structing an AEF training center. They were in uniform, had rifles, and a
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credit for six millien dollars to buy the rest of their equipment and sup-
plies, their trench artillery, machine guns, animal and motor transporta-
tien, ordnance, engineer, and signal equipment, additional clothing, and
food.

while General Edwards toured the British front near Cambrai to learn
“how they used gas, large calibers and barrages...made raids...[and every
night gave the Germans] a bit of chemical barrage," his Engineers built
barracks for the 42nd Division, then on the high seas, his quartermaster
staff scrounged trucks from the French and toured Paris, Nancy, and Toul
buying up supplies and material, and the rest of the division, when it
wasn't en work details, began training and attending the infantry special-

1
ty schools of the AEF recently established at Gondrecourt and Langres.

Gas training was not begun until 10 December when a shipment of 25,000
small box respirators (SHR) and 6,000 M-2 masks was received and distribut-
ed. Wwith its handful of qualified ges officers, the division trained the
men a battalion at a time. In mid- February an inspector from the Gas
Service found gas defense training inadequate and neglected, and the next
month Capt. Thomas A. Cutler came in as Division Gas Officer, replacing 2nd
Lt. Bowman. Still it was late May 1918 before all units completed the test-

ing of their masks in the gas chamber-2

1
Harry A. Benwell, History of the Yankee Division (Beston: Cexnhill, 1919),
pp. 33 - 1.

Ltr, 2nd Lt I. J. Bowmar. DGO 26th Div to C of Gas Serv, 13 Dec 1917, sub:
Rpt; Ltr, C of Gas Serv to CofS AEF, 17 Feb, sub: Conditlon of gas defense in
26th Div (AEF GHQ G - 3 Rpts Box 31Y2, fol 1%67); Ltr, Capt Cutler DGO 26th

Div to G - 1 XXXII Fr Corps, 31 May, sub: Gas Chamber (both in 26th Div Box
249, fol 3).
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In January 1918, on Petain's urgent plea to Pershing, the preliminary
training of the divisien was cut short and it was assigned to de Maud‘huy's
XI French Corps (Duchesne's Sixth Army) on the Chemin des Dames front, nerth
of the Alene. At frightful cost the French under Nivelle had taken the Chemin
des Dames from the Germans the previous October. Out of sheer exhaustion and
depletion en voth sides it had been a quiet sactor since that time but

serieusly undermanned on the French side.

So thin were the French ranks that on arrival the twelve battalions of
the 26th Division were spread across a 30- kilémeter front. As companies
took over the French goups de gombats positions —- groups of 20 to 40 men
with two or more machine guns each in knee-deep trenches -- on the north of
the Chemin des Dames plateau, the balance of their battalions occupiasd the

great quarries or caves along the edge of the crown of the Chemin des

Dnmes-3

The division went into the Aisne line on 6 February and remained until
20 Maxch, making occasional raids with their French instructors, learning
trench warfare routine, but offering no more provocation to the enemy than
the French permitted. French headquarters spoke glowingly of the training
and readiness of the 26th Division troops, saying they had made ™very much

better progress” than the 42nd Divisien and were "almost better"than the 1lst

FO 1, 26th Div, 3 Feb (26th Div Bex 13, 32.1); Benwell, pp. 60 — 1.
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Divisien.4 Te de Maud'huy, their only fault was that they were "too much

prepared for attack," rather than for trench 11fe.5

In the six weeks in the caves, a historian reported, the division

suffered “very few casualties and [had] but twelve men...evacuated with

b, (g atlalnd it o, B ol Lt o,

gas poisoning.“6 His subsequent memory of another 250 jas cases still

fell far short of the -->bable true total.

“Wet

Following one flurry of gas shells, the 104th Infantry aid station
was swamped. Lieutenant Bowman, then Division Gas Officer, admitted
that the dugouts and caves in the sector effered little protection against
gas, but the men were largely at fault for net wearing their masks at the
alert positien. All had smelled the gas before they could mask and were
therefore certain they were casualties. The regimental medical officer
who saw the men said they "were suffering from suggestion rather than
from the effects of enemy gas shells....In spits of large numbers who

reperted, not one man showed any sign of gas irtoxicatiocr. after his mental

MR e 0 "« e e "R T T O O "R Y Y Y, T,

anxiety had been allayed." All were returned to duty the next day.7

Shertly before the relief of the division the Germans put over a

- gas bombardment that was said to have lasted thirty- six hours. In a

P

Ltr, CG XI Fr Ccrps to CG 26th Div, 11 Feb {26th Div Box 192, 320). N,

N

Benwell, p. 54, \

o

7 R

| Ltr, DGO 26th Div to CG 26th Div, 10 Mar, sub: Rpt of Inspection; lst ~,
‘ Ind., MO 104th Inf to CO 104th Inf, 17 Mar; 5th Ind., CC 104th Inf to CG 5
| 26th Div, 19 Mar (26th Div Box 249, fol 5). .
E 3
L
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splendid contradictien, an historian of the event said that "the gas dis-
cipline was se geed the divisien had only 250 casualtiea.“e This may have
been the fifth gas sttack reported by Spencer -- the feur in February and
early March accounted fer 7 gas casualties —- when appreximately 15,000
phosgene, diphosgene, chlerine, mustard gas, and xylx! bremide (tear gas)
shells were said to have fallen during the night of 16 March along a front
held by the French that included a battalion of the 102nd Infantry. Fallure
to recognize the nature of the bombardment and delay in masking resulted,
said the Regimental Gas Officer, in at least 155 casualties in the 102nd

and sver 100 - -~ an entire comp ny - - ameng the French.9

Divisienal records eof casualties -- indeed of anything -- in the
Chemin des Dames sector are meager but Medical Department records indicate
over 100 killed and wounded and almost 500 gas casualties in March, 446
of the gas cases in the 102nd Infantry. That more is not knewn of this
attack may be owing to the fact that *"the evacuation of wounded land gas~
sed] to the rear lin this sector) was not entirely satisfactory. Some
wound>d were evacuated withsut the knowledge of the medir»l officers
because they were sent directly through the French [aidJ stations and all

the reports went to the French authorities, who did not inform u.',."10

Benwell, p. 62.

Ltr, RGO and Regtl Surg, 102nd Inf to CO 102nd Inf, 19 Mar, sub: Gas
Casualties, with atchd decs (26th Div Box 44, 33.6); Spencer, *History of
Gas Attacks upon the AEF" (15 Feb 1928), II, 189 - 95.

10

Arnlysis, p. 65.1tr, Regt Surg 10lst Inf to Div Surg 26th Div, 28
Mar, suu: Prelim rpt in accord with Circ Ltr 56 (26th Div Box 40, 43.8).

- 6 -
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Upon its relief in the Aisne sector, the division was on its way to
an AEF training area, carrying out maneuvers on the march, when it was de-
flected as a result of the great German offensive en 21 March against the
French and British at the Somme. It was sent to the Toul area, below

C e Verdun, te relieve a French division and the American lst Divisioen in
Passaga's XXXII Cerps, releasihg beth for the ruptured battlefrent te
the nerth.l1

After some confusien in erders and relief procedures -~ the divisioen's
: orders were changed nine times before it settled in the Toul sector -- on
the morning of 1 April the 26th Division completed the relief of the lst

’ Divisioen brigade and its adjacent French unit along a 15- kilometer frent
from Apremont te Flirey. Theugh lst Division records sad the relief was
carried out while a gas bombardment of the sector was in progress, the

26th Divisien reperted ne gas attack and no casualties. There were at
least 60 gas casualties among the ¢:~~rting lst Divisien treeps, and at

least one man of the 26th was seen gassed. He had no mask-l2

As finally disposed, the 104th Infantry ccvered the front berore
Aprement, the 103rd held the Xivray front, the 10lst was deployed above
Rambucourt, and the 102nd covered Seichprey and the Bois de Remieres
(Map Ne. 1). Facing the 26th Divisien in the trenches at the foot of

the Weevre plain was the 5th Landwehr Division of Greup Mihiel, its msin

FO 2, 26th Div, 8 Mar; FO 13, 1900, 29 Mar; FO 15, 2200, 31 Mar.

12
See Study Ne. 9, "The lst Divisien at Ansauville,™ pp. 45 - 6.
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forces en Ment Sec and the heights of the Meuse. This German unit came into
the Wbevre-(JStes de Meuse secter in September 1914 and was still there in

September 1918, when it was driven nerth during the St. Mihiel attack.13

Except for daily HE fire averaging 500 shells, with a few gas rounds
mixed in, and all of it seemingly scheduled at mealtime, the sector was
reported as fairly quiet fer several weeks. Nevertheless, the Germans
from their superior positions created a diversion at least once a week,
either bembarding ene er mere of the towns in the 26th Divisien secter
or making a miner raid on the outposts.14 French orders kept large numbers
of men in these sacrifice positions in frent ef the trenches and denied re-

enforcements to them in the event of an attack. They made inviting targets.

In the third week, though the division received warnings that a major
enemy raid was brewing, when it came it had all the force and effectiveness
of a surprise attack. Maj. George J. Rau's lst Battalion, 102nd Infantry,
was relieving the 3rd Battalion on the night of 19 - 20 April when the pre-

paratory bembardment began.

"The Seicheprey affair®

The enemy bombardment began at 0300 on 20 April and shortly after

dawn, under covei of a heavy mist, a German force of about 1,800, 3 special

Histories of 251 Divisjens of the German Army (Washington: GPO, 1920),
pp. lm - 19 .

Cf. Memo (asked for by C-in-C), Col Fex Connor G - 3 AEF for CofS AEF,
16 Spr, sub: 26th Div Affair of Apr 12th (26th Div Box 25, 33.6), concerning
poor disc in 104th Inf during an enemy raid on Bois Brule. See msgs, 104th
Inf, 13 Apr (26th Div Box 50, 32.16).

-9 -
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storm battalien of twe cempanies leading the way, fell upon Company C of
the 102nd Infantry settling inte the trenches befere Seicheprey and after

a short, vicieus fight captured practically the whole unit.

The success of the raid KIRSCHBLUTE ("Cherry Blossom") surprised
even the Germans themselves, who had intended it only ®to keep the enemy
forces in check" by destroying their strong point at Seicheprey.15 The
26th Division wz= naor to live down this episode, though explanations

and defenses continued to be made into the 1920's.

General Ecwards insisted that the capture of the company could not
have been avoided since they "had definite orders that their mission
was warning and sacrifice...[and] resistance to the last was demanded.®
He did not say they had been taken by surprise. They were, even though
the division had been warned just the week before by the French that the
14th Stogstruppe (storm battalion) was then "at Heudicourt training for a
powerful raid," and this fact was confirmed before the raid occurred by

artillery intelligence.®

Edwards was later quoted as saying that 1,300 Germans attacked at
Seicheprey and another 1,500 in the Bois de Remieres, and in the fog over-

ran the forward machine gun positions of the 102rd and swept through Seiche-

15

Order Ia 929, 78th Res Div, 18 Apr, sub: Cherry Blossom (app. to 40 -
page War Files Extracts, 78th Res Div, German Files Box 202).
16

G ~ 3 Memo 1844/31, staff of Passaga for staff at Boucq, 13 Apr (26th

Div ?ox 12, 22.7); Opns Rpt 13, 51st FA Brig, 17 Apr (26th Div Box 59,
33.6).

- 10 -




prey. In the 36 -hour fire fight (or period of near panic) that followed
ne claimed over 1,200 German casualties, including, dramatically enowgh,
"over 400 Boche helmets on the ground."17 German casualties, according
to a French observer, were estimated at 275, in¢luding 125 killed. The
Germans themselves reported losses of 361, including 75 killed and one

artilleryman gassedo18

Apart from gas officer reports, none of the many accounts of the
Seicheprey affair mention that the hour and a half bombardment preceding
the raid consisted wholly of gas. (Hence the gassed German artilleryman.)
German records show that the reenforced artillery of the 78th Reserve
Divieion, totaling 55 batteries, fired over 20,700 77 -mm., 105-mm.,
150 -mm., and 10-cm. blue and green cross shells (diphenylchloroarsine
and phosgene) and 900 10-cm.yellow cross shells (mustard gas) on the
front from Xivray to Remieres wood east. Most of it was concentrated
on 32 French and American batteries that the Germans had located back of
the front, around Rambucourt, Beaumont, Bois de la Hazelle, Voisogne, and
Lironville. Some part of the gas was fired during and after the raid, to

maintain the gas screen, along with 42,000 HE shells and 6,000 trench

Benwell, p. 74; Ltr, CG 26th Div to CG I Corps, 11 May, sub: Rpt on
atk, Apr 20 - 21; Ltr, Col John H. Parker (CO 102nd Inf) to Editor,
Infantry Journal, 20 Feb 1920; Memo, G - 3 26th Div to CofS 26th Div,

17 ggr 1920, sub: Notes on Seicheprey Raid (all in 26th Div Box 25, 33.6,
33.7).

18

Rpt, Fr Mil Mission atchd to 26th Div to CG 26th Div, 9 May, sub:
Sum of Intel in regard to Enemy - Seicheprey affair (26th Div Box 25,
33.6); War Files Extracts, 78th Res Div, above.

= I =




mortar shells.19

Regimental gas officers estimated that the bombardment comprised

between 4,000 and 5,000 gas shells, all calibers, the "small amount of

high explosive" mixed with the gas obviously that in the blue cross shells.
g Casualties were said to be 98 gassed in the infantry and 139 artillerymen,
r§ or 237. The gas fire and the HE bombardment that began as the raiders

advanced and continued through the day destroyed all communications in

the sector, smashing artillery liaison and causing the infantry units

S

to lose all track of each other. Almost every battery position had to

L"-I *

be temporarily cv;cuated.2o Hard hit by the HE fire were the battalions

&

of the 101st, 102nd, and 104th Infantry and the company of Engineers that

-

came up to Seicheprey later that morning to repel the raiders.

Debouching from their trenches oppositeSeicheprey, the raiders rushed
Sybille Trench in front of the town, enveloped and briefly occupied the
town itself, destroying all its dugouts and defenses, and then withdrew

to the trench. They had captured most of Company C, ten heavy and fifteen

W IR

;j' light machine guns, and destroyed ten more, in a fight that lasted little
»
sj more than an hour. Back in Sybille Trench the German force waited out the

19
Hanslian, "Gasangriffe an der Amerikanischen Front"™ (CMLHO), PP. 113 - 14;
Opns Rpt 318, Arko 78, 23 Apr (War Files Extrascts, above, pp. 35 - 40).

Ltr, RGO 102nd Inf to II':O 26th Div, 22 Apr’ sub: Gas C‘SUQItiQSooo
atk of Apr 20 (26th Div Box 249, fol 7); Frank P. Sibley, With tha Yankee
Diviaion §n France (Boston: Little, Brown, 1919), p. 151; Spencer, 11, 197 -
201. See also collection of 102nd Inf unit rpts in 26th Div Box 44, 33.6.

-12 -
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the expected counterbombardment and counterattack, with orders to return

to théir own lines after dark.21

Sometime before noon Major Rau reached Seicheprey with the reserve
battalion of the 102nd, found it evacuated, and advanced on the raiders
in Sybille Trench. As his troops approached the trench, the guns of the
69th French and 26th Divisions that had been manned again after the gas
attack opened fire on the trench and town, driving Major Rau's forces
back to cover in Seicheprey. The shelling of the town continued for over
four hours before it could be stopped. Six men were wounded and two

machine guns were smashed by this fire-22

Semething very like panic,
beginning with the gas bombardment and maintained by the enemy's heavy
HE fire, seems to have prevailed throughout the sector all that day.

The enemy raiders remained unmolested in the protection of Sybille Trench.

A second counterattack, ordered by the French corps at daylight on
21 April, with six companies of the Slst Brigade under Major John J.
Gallant and two companies of the 69th French never got launched. When
one of the companies failed to arrive at the hour for the attack, Major

23
Gallant, on his own initiative, called it off.

BRI TV AT R TV Y Y T V.V .

1
x A 26th Div map of the atk is in 26th Div Box 23, 32.1, and the German
map of the atk, with rpt of the opn, in GFB 202.

Msg, Rau to Parker CO 102nd, 1450, 20 Apr, quoted in Ltr, CG 26th Div,
11 May, abuve; Ltr, Div Insp to CG 26th Div, 10 May, sub: Arty fire in

Seicheprey, Apr 20 (26th Div Box 25, 33.6). See also rpts in 26th Div
Box 4%, 39.

23
FO 24a, 26th Div, 1500, 20 Apr, ordered the atk; Hist of the 102nd
Inf, nodu, P 14 (26th Div Box 41’ 1104); Sibley, PP 146 ~ 47.

- 13 -
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As it happened, the enemy had withdrawn completely from the area the
previous night, but patrols had failed to find this out. About 1100 hours
on 21 April the old positions were reoccupied and the killed and wounded
there evacuatede The rest of the day was spent preparing court- martial
charges against Major Gallant, counting casualties, and reorganizing the
102nd Infantry. "At first on that Sunday morning it was tho'ight that
whole companies had been utterly wiped out. But detachment after detach-

ment turned up, and in the end the total loss was found to be really very

low."24

How low casualties were seems to have been more a matter of opinion
than of count. Figures for the gas and HE bombardment, the raid, and the
fight on the 20th range all the way from 270 to a total of 914. General
Edwards in his final report to I Corps said the killed, seriously wounded,
seriously gassed, and missing did not exceed 270. G - 3 at the time re-
ported 21 killed, 138 wounded, 94 gassed, 33 shell - shocked, and 209

captured, for a total of 493.2°

Sibley, in his history of the division, said 80 were killed and 554

were wounded, gassed, and captured, or 634. Pershing's note of the affair

24

Sibley, p. 148. Memo, Div Adj for CofS 26th Div, 20 May, n.s. (26th
Div Box 222, 704), indicates that a month later 37 members of the 102nd,
including an officer, were rptd for the first time as missing in that
acticn. Cf. lst Ind, Div Adj to CRO TaG, 14 Jun, same file.

Ltr, CG 26th Div, 1l May, above; DOR, 26th Div, 20 - 22 Apr (26th
Div Box 23, 32.1). Gen Idwards' first 20- page account, Rpt of Enemy
Reidee., 23 Apr (26th Div Box 25, 33.8), said 58 were killed, 145 wounded,
and 226 captured, or 429, with no mention of gas casualties.

-~ 14 -



in his memoirs said the raid cost 81 killed, 187 wounded, 214 gassed, and

5 officers and 182 men captured, a total of 669. The largest total, 914,
was attributed to General Edwards by another division historian who quoted
him as saying that 164 officexs and men were killed in the fray, 600 gassed

and wounded, and 150 captured that day.2®

The Regimentsl Gas Officer count of 237 gas casualties in the infantry
and artillery during fhe raid is not supported by Medical Department sta-
tistics, which indicate that only 49 of the 184 gas cases *hat month
occurred on 20 - 21 April, with none in the artillery.27 A hospital count
of casualties is not possible since hospital admission lists for that
period are missing in the records. It seems fairly certain however that
the raid cost well over 600 casualties, including over 200 gas casualties

and precisely 5 officers and 178 men captured-28

*"The taking of these prisoners,” said an AEF historian, "put the
American Army in a rather unfavorable lighi at the tine, and the Germans
«+ssmade the most of it. Through neutral countries, dropped by airplane
went long accounts with pictures of this affair; and the wireless station

o)
near Berlin told all the world about it in boastful tert'ns."“9

26

Sibley, p- 139; Pershing, My Experiences in the World war (New York,
1931), II, p. 16; Benwell, p. 74.

Analysis, p. 65.The same source shows 65 killed and 94 wounded in the
102nd Inf on 20 - 21 Apr.

War Files Extracts, 78th § Div, above; Mil Attache Rpt 2842, 20 Jan
1922, sub: Atk on Seicheprey (26th Div Box 12, 22.7).

29

Shipley Thomas, The History of the A.E.F. (New Yorks Doran, 1920}, pp.
72 - 3. Thomas suggests that the lst Div atk at Cantigny on 28 May was made
to vindicate the name of the American Army.
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After several hectic days, life in the sector returned to its normal

nerve - wracking routine. G - 2 reported over 30,000 HE shells, 3,100 gas,

A

o and 1,050 mixed gas and HE in April, exclusive of the 20 April bombardments,

R

over two-thirds of this fire in the first half of the month. Since G -3

o

s S
'

apParently issued no daily reports until 13 April, its casualty count

s

- T r-,,
ACAALSY - AR

&

for April of 83 killed, 234 wounded, 100 gassed, 31 shell shocked, and
209 captured, or 657, is inadequate. More accurate may be Medical Depart-
ment statistics for April showing 146 killed, 328 wounded, and 184 gassed.

with the 183 captured at Seicheprey, total casualties came to 841,30

::Ihi§ 18 thg fiJr_s_t timﬂooooo"

SRR

Through most of May fewer than 300 enemy shells a day fell in the

RARY

~.‘“‘

division sector and as in the latter part of April, G - 3 reported more

accidental injuries than shell casualties. Shell fire resulted in a total

|
s s A

v

t: of 19 killed, 73 wounded, 48 gassed, and 4 shell shocked, according to
\

i a
v G - 3 daily reports. Two more were killed and 9 wounded on patrols.>!

o

An enemy gas projector attack and a gas bombardment by the division's

own artillery were to cost the 26th Division an additional 459 gas casual-

-~
AP
R

ties.

. Fat

~

Although the division had been warned cf projector attacks in the

v w

"

E: Toul sector, and its observers and reconnaissance aircraft had kept a

™ close watch for telltale signs, the attack came with complete and stunning
"

o 30

o8 SOI 1 - 29, 26th Div, 2 - 30 Apr (26th Div Box 8, 20.1); DOR, 26th

Div, 13 - 30 Apr; Analysis, p. 65.
31

L

DOR, 26th Div, 1 - 30 May; SOI 30 - 60, 1 - 31 May, reported 10,105
HE, 339 gas, and 300 mixed gas and HE shells.
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surprise. At Oll5 hours on 10 May, in heavy fog, 1,141 18-cm. projector
bombg econtaining over 20 tons of phosgene exploded on the south slope of
Hill 322, woods of Apremont, and the trenches in the vicinity occupied by
Company D of the 103rd Infantry.and its machine gun unit. Six men died
within five minutes, 17 succumbed later in the day, and 162 were evacuated
as serious hospital casess The remains of the company were relieved that

night.

"This is the first time," a staff report of the AEF Gas Service was
to say, "that an attack of this kind has been made upon a high position,
and no warning of the attack had been given by Intelligence officers....
On the whole, owing to the unusual character of the attack, the number

of casualties can hanlly be attributed to poor discipline."32

The speed with which the German pioneers set up this operation and
executed it made it almost impossible to detect in time. The projectors,
German records show, were brought into the sector two days before, em-
placed northwest of Apremont the next night, and fired before the division

even learned of their existence.33

32

Ltr, MaJ Ge N. LGWiS; ACtg C Def Div, Gas Serv to Lt COI Je N N.
Schulz, Gas Serv Repres, G - 4 GHQ AEF, 20 May, sub: Recent Gas Atks
(26th Div Box 249, fol 1).

2

~

Hanslian, pp. 17 - 26. Col John L. Miles' account of this atk
("Could It Happen to You?" Army, Aug 1957, pp. 41 - 3) stresses the warn-
ings the division had of projector attacks in the sector and suggests that
the last aerial photos that were taken, on 4 May, might possibly have
shown the emplacements. The German account would deny this. See also
Spencer, II, 202 - 06, used by Miles.
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G - 3 reported at first that the attack had occurred at 0525 and was
in retalliation for diversionary fire put down by the division artillery
to cover a raid of the 10th Colonial, on the left. The next day the se-
quence of events was corrected: the projector attack, an operation of
enemy pioneer troops working along the Woevre front, had occurred at 0115,
followed by a half hour of minenwerfer and artillery fire back of the gas-
sed area. The 26tk Division fire had begun as scheduled about 0500, and
in retalliation for that, enemy artillery opened up with gas and HE fire
at 0525, This latter fire, sald G - 3, killad 10 men and wounded 12.

The gas casualty count of 177 did ncx distinguish between the proisctor
attack and the later gas t‘izm.:M

The Regimental Gas Officer of the 103rd Infantry thought no more
than 300 projectiles had been fired. Panicking in the sudden cloud of
gas that engulfed them —- eight seconds elapsed between the characteristic
flash at the emplacement site and the explosion on the slope - - "“three or
four men went out of their heads and would not pyt on masks, aad knocked off
“he masks of others." Effects of the cloud were felt downwind in the areas
of eight other companies, and several there by their cxertions while prepar-

ing tc repel the attack they expected to follow became casuslties later in

the day.

The Division Gas Officer estimated 600 18- cm. projectiles in t>e at-

tack, and thought they had been fired from the west edge of Bois Jura, about

DOR, 26th Div, 9 - 11 Mgy; Ltrs, CG 52nd Brig tu CG 26th Div, 10 May,
sub: Special situation rpt No. 2....No. 4 (26th Div Box 37, 33.6). Rpts
No. 1 and 3 have not been found.
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600 meters from the target area. He confirmed the final total of 185
casualties, including an unspecified number in Company B in St. Agnant,

a kilometer back of Hill 322. Most of the men, he said, had changed from
their SER to their M- 2 mask sometime after the attack and almost all had
aggravated their condition by their exertions at the scene or in walking

to the aid station, a mile away.35

"Thig sad affair”

Early in May preparations began for the first large- scale raid made
by the division. Maj. James F. Hickey with 300 of his 10lst Infantry bat-
talion began intensive training far in the rear. With detachments of the
102nd and 103rd Machine Gun Battalions, special signal and engineer sec~
tions, and two squadrons of planes flying cover, he was to jump off just
west of Seicheprey and attack the enemy's Camp du Moulin, northeast of
Richecourt, collecting prisoners and materiel and squaring the Seicheprey

sCore.

Although no gas was called for irn the infantry plan or order for the
raid,36 5ist Brigade headquarters apparently asked for gas to the imme-

diate right and left of the box barrage that was to be put around Camp

Ltr, DGO to C of Gas Serv, 12 May, sub: Rpt of Gas Atk (26th Div Box
248); Rpt on Gas Atk, RGO 103rd Inf, n.d.; Rpt on Gas Atk, DGO 26th Div,
rn.d.; Suppl kKpt on Cas Atk, RGO 1°3rd Irf, n.d.; Ltr, RGO 10lst Eng to DGO,
11 May, sub: Gas A*k night of May - 10, rptd an engineer gassed in a
working party near the impact area .11 rpts in 26th Div Box 249, fol 7).

36
See plans for raid dated 7 and 21 May (2oth Div Box 40, 33.8), and
FC 38, 26th Div, 1800, 28 May.
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du Moulin. This was tco near the point of attack, the artillery commander,
General Aultman said, but gas would be used to neutralize enemy machine

guns and minenwerfer east of the camp, from Lahayville to Le Sac-37

Sub-
sequent evidence suggests either that Colonel Logan, commander of the 10lst
Infantry, and Major Hickey were not informed of the gas plan or that no one

believed that gas on Lahayville could possibly cause casualties at Camp
du Moulin.

The HE bombardment of the German positions began at 2300 hours on

30 May and at 0230 the raiders advanced behind a rolling barrage. As
they reached the first line of German trenches their artillery poured
phoggene into Lahayville, a village on slightly higher ground about three-
quarters of a mile above Richecourt. The gas flowed down from Lahayville
and engulfed the raiders. Unaware that it was gas or unwilling to admit
it, Major Pilkey was to say in his report that "the men were bothered
considerably by the fumes from our shells, many men being rendered very

8
sick, vomiting and gasping."3

In the brief passage in the German trenches and camp some 40 Germans

may have been killed, mostly by the engineers who bombed every enemy dug-

37

Ltr, CG 51st FA Rrig to CG 51st Brig, 23 May, sub: Plan of Raid; 51lst
FA Brig, Plan of employment for Coup de Main east of Richecourt, 28 May
(both in 26th Div Box 39, 33.8). Note: Opns Rpt 58, 5Slst FA Brig, 31
May (ibid., 33.6) did not rpt any gas fired that day.

38
Rpt of raid by 3xd Bn, 101st Inf, n.d. (26th Div Box 40, 33.8).
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out they came to. Few live Germans were seen since the enemy, warned of
the raid by the bombardment, had withdrawn most of his forces to the rear.
The raiders found little use for the stout clubs they had been issued,

and returned with a single prisoner, a mere boy, and several machine

guns. Except for two men killed by their own grenades and fourteen
wounded by enemy shell fire, the ralders returned safely about an hour

after jumping off.39

By noon that day nearly every man in the party began to show signs
of having been more or less seriously gassed. Early reports of the raid
glossed the gas incident. G -~ 3 said only that "gas shells were inten-
sively used du: ng the whole of the operation," without saying who used
them, and reported 2 killed, 17 wounded, 2 shell shocked, and 39 very
slightly gassed, all "due to the action in our raid.® The next day
another 170 gas cases were accounted for by G - 3 and on 6 June a final

25, for a total of 234.40

The Divieion Gas Officer's first report was equally vague, saying
that an unknown number of gas shells had resulted in 209 casualties in
the 101st Infantry, 103rd MG Battalion, and Engineer detachment. The

men had "run into the gas, smelling of new mown hay and ammonia, between

3G

Sibley, pp. 169 - 76.
40

Rpt of Gas Bombardment, 31 May (26th Div Box 249, fol 4). Cf Ltrs,
Med Off, 10lst Inf to Div Surg 26th Ddiv, 31 May and 2 Jun, sub: Rpts on
Raid (26th Div Box 40, 43.8).




Lahayville and Richecourt," the powder smoke of the artillery fire conceal-

ing the gas sufficiently so that apparently none had masked-41

Captain Cutler's report and map sent the next day to General Edwards
was more specific (Map No. 2). Without consulting him the artillery had
fired 1,660 75-mm. and 155-mm. No. 5 phosgene shells into the Lahayville
area, the gassed area about 600 meters from the edge of the box barrage
area under attack. "This sad affair," he said, resulted from choosing a
target without watching wind direction and velocity. A seven mile per
hour wind from the northeast had swept the gas down on Richecourt, ex-
posing the men to the vapor for the 30 to 45 minutes of the action. On
their return they had hiked almost four miles back to their trucks at

Mandres for the trip to the rear.

By evening all in the raid.ng party had been hospitalized and 209
of them showed signs of fairly severe phosgene poisoning. Five days
later 231 men had been evacuated to base hospitals and the remainder of

the party was still sick in quarters. Over the next two weeks, five died

in the hospital. The rest, said the Division Surgeon, seemed to be on the

ﬁ: road to recovery. The leader of the raiders, Major Hickey, after more .
!g than a month in the gas hospital, came out only to be "tossed by a shell

o

o

:..: 41

Rpt of Gas Bombardment, 31 May (26th Div Box 249, fol 4). Cf. Ltrs,
Med Off, 10lst Inf to Div Surg 26th Div, 31 May and 2 Jun, sub: Rpts on
Raid (26th Div Box 40, 43.8).

.
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shortly after his return," and had to be invalided out of the division.42

The attempt to hush up the incident is clear from Colonel Logan's
query to General Edwards on 4 June: "There is a belief prevalent that
the gas from which these men have suffered came from shells fired by our
own artlillery." He asked for an investigation. Two days later General
Edwards replied. He admitted that the artillery program for the raid
"was silent on the question of gas," but "heard that the infantry had
asked for gas on the back areas, and even in Richecourt, which was denied."
However, gas had been put on Lahayville, in the belief, as he understood
it, "that a 600 meter danger zone in the direction of the wind was all
that had to be seriously congidered, and that gas would not penetrate
a high -~ explosive barrage."
It is a great lesson....It is one of those instances in this war where,
after everything is taken into consideration, I do not see that any person
or persons can be held distinctively culpable to such an extent that pun-
itive measures in thi? great emergency would be wise or necessary. Briga-
dier General Aultman L51st FA Brigade commander, who had replaced General
Lassiter three weeks beforel comes to the same conclusion as I do, and it
has given him the greatest regret and concern. Thank the Lord the serious
casualties were few, and the others were slight.
I believe the error should be frankly confessed and admitted among our-
selves, that it should go no farther, that advantage should be taken of
the sariously learned lesson, that it is water that has run under the

bridge that carnot be returned, and we should make the best of it in the
spirit of self-sacrifice and charity that prevails as one of the controlling

42

Ltr, DGC to CG 26th Div, 1 Jun, sub: Gas Casualties on Raid of 101st
Inf (26th uiv Box 249, fol 5); Ltr, CO 10lst Inf to CG 26th Div, 4 Jun,
sub: Gassing of 101st Inf (26th Div Box 31, 63.1); Ltr, Div Surg 26th
Div tc¢ [ir, Service de Sante, XXXII Corps, 14 Jun, sub: Rpt con Gas Atk,
May 31 (Med Dept Box 3586, fol 19); sibley, p. 198; Spencer, 1I, 211, who
rpts 23C cacualties.
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spirits of this division, and the incident should be closed.®

Aultman himself "confessed" that the gas order had been drafted in his
office. In putting gas on Lahayville he had followed French doctrine as
republished for the AEF, and the XXXII French Corps artillery commander
had approved the plan as fired. The doctrine, he said, was obviously

defective-44

The error was alluded to, but no more, in the Gas Service Weekly
Summary of Information on 5 June, under the heading, “"Travel of Gas."
But the incident, as might be expected, was soon well known throughout
the AEF, and was to strengthen the natural reluctance of commanders to

use gas, particularly in an offensive operation.45

The 1st Gas Regiment Fires a Migsion

After a week of Investigation by the Office of the Chief of the
Chemical Warfare Service, the Corps Gas Officer, French corps headquarters,

the Medical Director of the Chemical Warfare Service, and General aultman,

43
Ltr, CO 10lst Inf to CG 26th Div, 4 Jun, sub: Gas$ing of 10lst Inf,
May 31st, and lst Ind to CO 10lst Inf, 6 Jun (26th Div Box 31, 63.1).

Memo, Lt Popp Asst CGO I Corps for Capt Goss, 6 Jun, subs Suppl Info
on Gas Casualties in Raiding Party (GAF - 26th Div); Ltr, CG Slst FA Brig
to CG 26th Div, 19 Jun, sub: Gas Poisoning (26th Div Box 59, 63).

45

Cws WSI S - 19, 5 Jun (WD Hist Box 298). Ltr, McAndrew Off of CofS
GHQ AEF to CofS I Corps, 12 Jun, sub: Dangerous Use of Gas (2nd Div Box
106, 470.72), said more intelligent study of the use of gas and closer
liaison between gas officers and their commanders was indicated.
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51st Field Artillery Brigade commander, General Aultman and General
Edwards came to a mutual understanding and ™the unfortunate incident®

was closed. A month later the French ordered a change in their artillery
manuals, increasing the margin of safety from 500 to 2,000 meters when
wind and terrain were unfavorable and requiring the wearing of masks

under these conditions.,46

The month of June in the Toul sector saw an acceleration of activity
on both sides, with G — 3 reporting 50 officers and men killed, 256
wounded, and 180 gassed, a total of 486. Spencer reports nine gas at-
tacks that month, resulting in just 18 gas casualties. Medical Department
statistics, on the other hand, reveal a total of 63 killed, 339 wounded,
and 531 gassed in June. The latter figﬁres include 245 gassed in the 10lst
Infantry, 92 in the 102nd, and 120 in the 103rd, although nothing in the
division records supports so hig'. a gas casualty total.47 Nothing, that
is, but G -~ 3's repeated reports of "good many gas shells used," "consider—
able percentage of gas shells,” and "gas again used extensively,® with just
180 gas casualties to support these remarks. The 26th Division, with much
less access to gas than the enemy, replied as often as it could, once "in

considerable quantities in areas where the long ~ range gun [that regularly

4%

Spencer, II, 214; G - 3 Memo, Armies of the North and Northeast for
the Armies, 3 July, transmitted to C of Gas Serv AEF, 10 Jul (AEF GHQ
G - 3 Rpts Bex 3193, fol 1583).

47

DOR, 26th Div, 1 - 27 Jun; Spencer, II, 218 ~ 27; Analysis, p. 65.
SOI 61 - 86, 1 ~ 27 Jun, reveal a minimum of 24,000 HE and 3,500 gas
shells fired into the sector.

o




shelled division headquarters at Boucq] was suspected to be."™ The gun
was not silenced until the 19th following an HE bombardment of Heudi-

48
court.

"Probably the most interesting event during the 26th's occupation
of the Toul sector," said a historian, was the gas projector attack
carried out by a company of the lst Gas Regiment on the second line of
enemy trenches running through Sonnard woods on the morning of 19 June.
It was also the largest shoot ever carried out by the regiment on an
American front. The gas and flame troops of the AEF were destined

to be a highly trained but little used adjunct of the infantry.

The first two companies of the lst Gas Regiment, organized in the
States, had reached France in January 1918. After training with the
Special Brigade of British gas tmoops up on the Ypres-Llens front dur-
ing March and April, assisting them in a number of large-scale cylin-
der, Livens projector, and Stokes mortar operations, the companies were
brought down and attached to French and American units in the line. In
late May Company A was attached to the 25th Division at Toul, Company B

to a nearby French unit. The company walted on weather and opportunity.

At 0230 hours on 19 June, in the largest independent gas shoot
ever 1o be carried out by the lst Gas Regiment on an American front,

Compary A fired 737 phosgene-filled projector drums from the Bois du

A -
* 48
| DOR, 26th Div, 16 - 17 and 19 - 20 Jun.
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Jury on two targets in the Bois de la Sonnard, where enemy troops were
believed holding in considerable force (see Map No. 1). Ten minutes
after the discharge 26th Division artillery opened fire to hold down
retaliation fire, only to be outgunned by the Germans who for two hours
poured an estimated 9,000 gas and HE shells into the projector area, gun
positions, and as far back as Boucqe G - 3 reported 7 killed, 28 wound-

ed, and 85 gassed as a result of this fire-49

An historian of the division said that prisoners taken that night
claimed a regimental relief was going on when the projector attack came
and "they estimated that 2,500 Boches were evacuated-"5° Nothing has
been found in the division records to support this claim, and German

records are not available for this pericd.

The Division Gas Officer said that the retaCliatory gassing began
at 0315 and lasted something over an hour. Approximately 2,000 green
cross shells (phosgene), with a few blue and yellow cross, were put into
Seicheprey, Beaumont, and Mandres, and on battery positions below Beau-
mont and Rambucourt and in the Bois de la Hazelle and Bois du Jury. HE
migxed with gas continued to fall on these same areas intermittently through

the rest of the day.

49

FO 43, 26th Div, 1622, 13 Jun, set up the projector opn; History of
CWS AEF, First Gas Regt, Opns (H - 28, CMLHO); DOk, 26th Div, 18 - 20 Jun.
The gas troops may have planned to fire 1,500 drums, as many accts rpt,
but less than half that number were actually fired.

50
&nwil, pO 81.
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There is a suggestion in Captain Cutler's report that the 103rd
Infantry was unnerved by this attacke A&n enemy gas preparation three
days earlier for another "Seicheprey," and the fight that followed at
Xivray - Marvoisin, had cost the 103rd 28 killed, 167 wounded, and 47
gassede After the gas shelling on the 19th, 172 men, most of them from
the 103rd Infantry, were admitted to the field hospital as gas suspect
cases. Only 4 were detained, said Cutler. Many of the others were
"undoubtedly malingerers" and deserved severe punishment, although he
admitted that a number of the troops at Rambucourt had "certainly
breathed in some gas from the unburied, leaking 105-mm. duds from

1
Sunday's bombardment."5

Some weeks later, as no further missions presented themselves,
Company A went off to the Vosges front. Other units of the gas and
flame regiment, after training with the British, carried out minor gas
operations on other stabilized fronts, but none was to match Company
A's exploit. As seems fairly clear, the shoot had been inadequately
supported by the divisicn artillery and the severe retallation dimmed
ernthusiasm for other missions. It was not, by Britisk standards, a
large - scale shoot and was furthermore an isolated effort. Thus,

neither certain high casualties nor damage to enemy morale were assured.

51

Rpts of Xivray action, 16 Jun (26th Div Box 47, 33.6); Ltr, DGO to
CGO XXXII Fr Corps, 22 Jun, sub: Rot of Bombardment of Gas Shells (26th
Div Box 249, fol 3); Ltr, DGO to OG 26th Div, 22 Jun, sub: Rpt of Gas
Atk of Jun 19 (26th Div Box 25, 33.6). bNote: The Med Dept record of
120 gassed in the 103zd Inf on 16 - 19 Jun is probably correct.
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When the projectors and mortars of the lst Gas Regiment later tock
part in operations on active American fronts -- at Chateau Thierry, St.
Mihiel, and in the Meuse- Argonne - - the fear of higher commands of the
use of gas itself, as well as enemy retadliation, restricted their fire
almost entirely to smoke and thermite, and precious little of that. Wwhen
attached to attacking units, the heavy, unwieldy mortars could not be
maneuvered over broken terrain and were soon left far behind the troops
they were intended to support. The mortarmen never trained with the
infantry they served, and as a result got no helping hand, when better
familiarity with the capabilities of the weapon might have got it up
forward where it could be used. In World War II the infantry on every
front was to learn well the uses of the mortar and in the end appro-

priated the weapon as its own.

At the end of June 1918 the 26th Division was relieved on the Toul
front by the 82nd Division and the French unit it was to train with.
On 5 July orders came to relieve the 2nd Division west of Chateau

Thierry and on 10 July the 26th took over the line above tloody Belleau

52

Wood. Eight days later as the French Sixth Army began its counter-

offer.sive against ‘he German Seventh Army in the Marne salient, the
26th Division attacked on the Torcy-Belleau-Bouresches- Vaux front.
Over the next eight days the division advanced almost 17 kilometers,

to the Foret ile ﬁére, as the Germans retreated to the line of the Qurog,

capturing 250 prisoners and losing almost 4,500 officers and men, over

52
FO 45, 26th Div, 2300, 23 Jun; FC 48, 0400, 5 Jul; 70 S0, 1330, 8 Jul.
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53
1,900 of them to gas alone. On 25 July the 42nd Division relieved the

26th in the forest.

The division retraced its way back through the sector collecting its
stragglers and missing in action. Several days later it continued down
to the valley of the Meuse where it received replacements and rested and
retrained for almost a month. Here continued the reshuffling of the com-
mand that began when on 16 July General Traub of the 5lst Brigade left
to take command of the 35th Division. Next, wholesale drafts were made
on officers and noncoms, the divisiocn losing 80 captains and lieutenants
in one group alone, to fill out newly arrived divisi.as or to return and
train divisions being formed in the states-54 Similar siphoning of the
command was going on in other AEF divisions, of course, but General
Edwards was highly vocal and seems tc have contested every loss in his

division as a dilution of its New England Guardsman blood.
Ly in 1 “

By late August, according to a division historian, the only people
in France who did not know of the coming St. Mihiel offensive were the
divisions 1nvolved.55 On 27 August the 26th Division began moving by
stages to the southeast and across the Meuse. On the night of 7 - 8

September it entered the right side of the V Corps line near Rupt-en-

53
Study No. 4, "The 26th Division in the Aisne- Marne Campaign.*®

54
FO 66, 26th Div, 1730, 29 Jul; Sibley, pp. 243 - 50.

Sibley, p. 251.
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Woevre, between the 15th Colonial and 2nd Dismounted Cavalry Division,

o 56
the latter in the II Colonial Corps. The 15th Colonial, with the 26th
and 4th Divisions on either side, made ub Cameron's V Corps for the attack

(Map No. 3). Opposite the 26th Division was the 13th Landwehs.>’

In the 26th Division sector wooded heights rose from the Meuse in
a great undulating ridge for some six or seven kilometers before breaking
down into the Woevre plain. Through the woods ran the Grande Trancheg
de Calcnne, an excellent road leading to Hattonchatel, at the end of
the ridge. Directly below Hattonchatel, at the foot of the hill, was
Vigneulles, the last of the towns strung along the highway in the plain
-- Tregsauvaux, Les Eparges, Combres, Herbeuville, Hannonville, Thillot,
and Vigneulles. Beyond these towns was another road strung with towns
-~ Champion, Saulx, and Wadonville -- and beyond them still another --
Riaville, Marcheville, and St. Hilaire. From the ridge on a clear day
it was possible to see eighty- two towns in the plain, all in the hands

of the Germans.

Intricate beits of wire entaglements, kilometers deep, marked the
French and German trench systems in the sector, running approximately

from Les Eparges down through Vaux les Palameix to Lacrois sur Meuse.

56
FO €9 - 76, 26th Div, 27 Aug - 6 Sep.

%7
The records of the 13th ldw in GFB 165 are meagre and useless.
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The French held the hills to the north, the Germans the plains and roads
to the south. It had been this way for almost four years, and only the
suspicions aroused in German intelligence over the past month or so

had caused the enemy to begin work on a new fortified line across the top

of the salient, the Michel Stellung, along Riaville- Marcheville-Jonville-

58
Hattonville - Dampvitoux east.

Foilowing the 25th Division, great trains of artillery reenforcements
crammed into the sector and on rail lines built over the first ridge of
the Meuse heights came heavy 14- inch U. S. naval guns. The division
had more than two brigades of artillery under its command, including
batteries of 220's, 270-mm. howitzers, and 240 -mm. trench mortars - -

altogether, 42 batteries totaling 252 guns.59

In the attack on 12 September to close the St. Mihiel salient,
Cameron's V Corps was to take the heights beyond Les Eparges and Combres
with the 15th Colonial, the 26th Division assisting in that principal ef-
fort. Then the 15th Colonial was to advance to the Longeau Farm- Hannon-
ville road, the 26th Divisicn to Hill 381 - Dommartin and on to a line
conforming »ith the 15th Cclonial, marking the First Day's Objective.

The 4th Division was to hold fast as corps reserve-60

o 58
W Rpt, A Study of the St. Mihiel Salient, n.d., n. sig. (26th Div Box
gq 12, 725.4).
= 59
- Conf held by Col Duncan t Major Jr., CofS 26th Div n.d. (26th Div
o Zox 27, 50.1); sibley, pp- 260 - 62.
2,
b 50
bt FO 17, Pt. 1, ¥V Torps, n.d.; FU 17, Pt. 2, 2400, 10 Sep (V Corps Box
14, 32.1); FO 77, 2€th Div, 1330, 11 Sep.
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In order "to blow the top off Les Eparges [heightsl and Ccembres®
by observed daylight fire, Cameron asked that his attack be delayed
until 0800, three hours after the main attack began on the south of
the salient. Pershing agreed, and the violent artillery preparation
succeeded as intended. At 0825 the French were reported over Les

61
Eparges heights.

The 26th Division, with the 104th, 103rd, and 10lst Infantry in
line from north to south, made slow progress through the wired trench
system on its front, and within an hour the two attack battalions of
the 10lst Infantry became thoroughly mixed up. However, by midafter-
noon the reserve battalion of the 10lst, with a battalion of the i02nd,
and the 103rd Infantry had crossed the St. Remy-Vaux road, their Inter-
mediate Objective. The 2nd Dismounted, on their right, was then on the
Dommartin-Dompierre road. About 1700 hours, the forward elements of
the 26th Division came abreast of the<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>